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build awareness of child abuse. We operate in countries where resources are very 
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Report on Child Abuse on the Pine Ridge and Rosebud Reservations 
 

My November 2021 visit to the Oglala Lakota and Sicangu Lakota Nations 
By Jay Sorensen, President, Kids First Fund 

 
The 12-hour drive from Milwaukee to Pine Ridge provides a transition from the cities, 
farmlands, and forests of the Midwest to the windswept plains of the Dakotas.  I made 
this journey with my son Anton to meet with members of the Oglala Lakota and Sicangu 
Lakota Nations in anticipation of adding a new grant making location for the Kids First 
Fund (KFF).  This report includes observations from visiting South Dakota for a week 
and the information I gained from meeting with more than 20 Lakota people involved in 
the protection of children from abuse.  
 
From water being everywhere in 
streams, lakes, and the Mississippi 
River of Wisconsin, it gradually 
becomes something rare as I drive 
west.  This westward journey was 
once forced upon Native Americans 
who lived east of the Mississippi River 
– the Father of Waters.  Today’s 
journey by car provides no evidence of 
centuries of genocide, enslavement, 
displacement, and broken treaties.  
The only worry on this trip was the 
increasing rarity of gas stations and 
the danger of hitting a deer on US 
Highway 18.  That roadside help 
would likely come from a Lakota 
citizen is true irony.   
 
On this trip the stuff of modern life for most Americans disappears; there are no 
McDonald’s, Walmarts, and the other big brands seen every day in our communities.  
As I drove deeper into South Dakota, even power lines disappeared and mobile service 
was one bar or none.  Often the only evidence of human activity is a ribbon of asphalt 
and a barbed wire fence.  But there is a timeless beauty here, and the absence of visual 
distraction really allows a person to focus on the here and now.  The sky and land 
almost seem as one with the only difference being the change of color.  It is a spiritual 
place the Lakota inhabit, and yet it can also be a place of extremes. 
 

The setting sun near Pine Ridge, South Dakota on 
Highway 27 south of Porcupine. Image:  Anton Sorensen 
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Interviews were conducted with more than 20 Lakota people 
 
The idea of expanding grant-making activities to a Native American reservation was 
ratified by the KFF board at the end of 2020.  A resolution to revitalize and reenergize 
the organization was passed in December 2020 and included this specific component: 
 

“RESOLVED, that Kids First Fund will add a U.S. grant recipient location and 
pursue a program involving child abuse prevention on Native American 
reservation lands.”   

 
In looking for a specific area, the Pine Ridge and Rosebud reservations are notable 
because they are among the most poverty-stricken places in the US.  This seemed to 
align with our work in Moldova, which is regarded as Europe’s poorest country.  KFF 
has a tradition of working in places having the greatest need. 
 
My initial contact with those involved in child welfare on reservations began in March 
2021.  The process began slowly and it became clear Native Americans are very careful 
to establish new relationships with white people.  There is bad history of non-profit 
organizations promising much and delivering very little.  “Do-gooders” are viewed with 
suspicion because their activities are too often self-serving, linked to religious 
conversion, or are veiled attempts to place Native American children with white adoptive 
parents.  Months were spent building contacts through careful, honest, and respectful 
conversations.   
 
Native Americans have finely tuned bullshit detectors based upon centuries of 
interaction with white people.  During late 2020 I read the 540-page biography of 
Tecumseh, a chief of the Shawnee tribe.  As I am certain is true of any narrative of 
indigenous history, it is a story stuffed with broken promises by white people and their 
government.  So Native Americans are naturally and necessarily leery of any white 
person approaching with a promise of assistance.  I established trust bit by bit through 
many conversations and emails.  This eventually allowed me to request in-person 
meetings which were conducted the week of 15 November 2021.   
 
These were incredibly productive meetings held at locations throughout the two 
reservations.  The settings were often in the offices of social service agencies but also 
included shelter facilities, a church retreat center, an art center, and even a marijuana 
dispensary.  Prior to each meeting, participants were sent the following topic outline: 
 

- What risks do children face? 
- What are the most effective ways to prevent child abuse? 
- How aware is the community, and how is child abuse discussed? 
- What are the capabilities of local child abuse treatment teams? 
- How do you suggest the Kids First Fund become involved? 
- What is the history of grant making organizations from outside the area?  
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Eleven separate meetings were held with individuals and organizations involved in child 
welfare issues.  The identity of individuals and organizations is not disclosed in this 
report to maintain the confidentiality of the discussions.  This maximized the opportunity 
for an open exchange of information, thoughts, and opinions.  The organizations provide 
direct services to children, youth, and women, such as counseling, residential shelter, 
and legal advocacy.  Lakota individuals without a formal organizational affiliation were 
also included in the interviews. 
 
I have conducted similar research in Latvia and Moldova and I am always impressed by 
the passion of those who dedicate their professional lives (and oftentimes much more) 
to the protection of children.  This was equally true during my meetings on the two 
reservations.  As in Eastern Europe, this work is almost entirely led by women.  Many of 
those interviewed disclosed they were also victims of violence, similar to the children 
and women they now help.   
 
Without exception, my son and I were greeted warmly and conversations easily ran past 
the time allotted for the meetings.  We were treated to lunch of Indian fry bread tacos 
and invited to a ceremonial buffalo kill.  The latter unfortunately had to be missed 
because it conflicted with our travel to the next reservation.  Demonstrating respect and 
establishing trust are crucial to creating good relationships between Native Americans 
and white people. 
 

Reservation life is difficult for all, especially children 
 
How a reservation integrates into the life of the US is a complicated process.  In the US, 
there are three types of federal lands: military, public, and Native American.1  Tribes 
possess nationhood status and retain inherent 
powers of self-government.  The federal 
government theoretically conducts tribal relations 
on a government-to-government basis.  But over 
time, the freedom of self-governance has eroded.  
At present, there are 574 federally recognized 
American Indian and Alaska Native tribes and 
villages.  Treating-making with tribes ceased in 
1871 and since then federal relationships have 
been altered through acts of Congress, executive 
orders, and executive agreements.   
 
Generally, tribal courts have civil jurisdiction over 
Native Americans and others who either reside or 
do business on federal Indian reservations. They 
also have criminal jurisdiction over violations of 
tribal laws committed by tribal members residing or 
doing business on the reservation. 
  

                                            
1 Bureau of Indian Affairs website, “Frequently Asked Questions” Reviewed December 2021. 

Jay Sorensen, President, Kids First Fund, 
in South Dakota.  
                         Image:  Anton Sorensen 
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Tribal courts are responsible for crimes with sentences of 3 years or less.  For serious 
crimes, the federal government has jurisdiction and this will involve the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs (BIA) Police and FBI.  Crimes to be investigated by the FBI include murder, child 
sexual and physical abuse, violent assaults, drug trafficking, public corruption, financial 
crimes, and casino gaming violations.  Jails are generally operated by tribal 
governments, whereas sentences of a year or more are administered by federal 
prisons.  As you might guess, intervention by tribal police requires an initial assessment 
of who is involved and which crimes have been committed.    
 
Almost every interview included significant discussion of the terrible history of white and 
federal intervention in the lives of Native Americans.  This is a multi-generational 
problem that has torn at the fabric of family life, and in particular parent-child 
relationships.  The contract between the federal government and its Native American 
population is dysfunctional.  Everyone agrees that provision of the five basic treaty 
promises for land, education, healthcare, housing, and welfare have been underfunded 
and inadequately delivered.  The result is a population too often dispossessed of health, 
personal safety, and economic security.   
 

The Reservations at a Glance 

 

 
Pine Ridge Reservation / Oglala Lakota Nation 
 

 Population:  19,779 

 83% American Indian 

 Per capita income:  $7,819 (US $30,088) 

 Poverty rate:  54.5% (US 14.6%) 

 Unemployment:  20.2% (US 6.55%) 

 Size:  3,469 square miles (70% size of 
Connecticut, which has 3.6 million people) 

 

 

 
Rosebud Reservation / Sicangu Lakota Nation 
 

 Population:  11,354   

 80% American Indian 

 Per capita income:  $7,977 (US $30,088) 

 Poverty rate:  59.9% (US 14.6%) 

 Unemployment:  15.5% (US 6.55%) 

 Size:  1,970 square miles (approximate size 
of Delaware, with 974,000 people) 

 

Demographic and economic statistics:  Federal Reserve Bank Minneapolis. 

 
 



Report on Child Abuse, © 2021 Kids First Fund, Page 6 

 

 
The economic wellbeing of my European ancestry can be easily traced back three 
generations.  My parents, grandparents, and great-grandparents, enjoyed access to 
warm homes, plenty of food, the services of a doctor, and a good education.  Of course 
there were times of scarcity, but all had a belief that eventually conditions would 
improve.  This is very different from the conditions typically found on a reservation: 
 

 The Pine Ridge School District struggles with 2% of students demonstrating 
proficiency in math and 5% for reading.  The high school graduation rate is 
around 45%.2  The overall results for the Rosebud Reservation are similar. 

 

 American Indian children had the highest rate of documented child abuse at 14.8 
per 1,000 children among all groups for 2019.3 
 

 Nearly 84% of American Indian women disclosed they experienced violence in 
their lifetime, which includes 56% who have experienced sexual violence.4  
 

 Suicide is the second leading cause of death for Native American youths ages 
10-24, and Native youth teen suicide rates are nearly 3.5 times higher than the 
national average.5 
 

 Among Native American youth, 22% of females and 12% of males reported they 
have attempted suicide.6 

 
The trauma of untold generations clearly manifests in today’s community as poor health, 
poverty, domestic violence, and high rates of incarceration.  I have heard responses by 
white people such as, “It’s laziness and looking for handouts all the time – they just 
gotta get themselves a job and stop the drugs and booze.”  Perhaps an analogy will 
help explain why this is a wholly inaccurate and unfair depiction. 
 
We have lands in the US designated as Superfund Sites.  These are places where toxic 
chemicals and hazardous waste have been dumped on the ground for decades.  The 
ground is so contaminated that prolonged contact can be deadly.  The ooze from these 
sites can travel miles underground in aquifers and poison local water supplies.  No one 
denies the health effects resulting from these sites, with cancers cropping up from 
generation to generation.  These are the methods and results mimicked on our 
reservations – for centuries – not just decades.  Remediation of the earth can require 
decades of work.  I don’t know the timeline for remediation of a people. 
 

                                            
2 Statistics from 2019, PublicSchoolReview.com website reviewed December 2021. 
3 DHHS Children’s Bureau, Child Maltreatment 2019. 
4 National Institute of Justice, “Violence Against American Indian and Alaska Native Women and Men” 
issued June 2016. 
5 Center for Native American Youth, suicide prevention web page reviewed December 2021.    
6 Center for Native American Youth, Fast Facts on Native American Youth and Indian Country 
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These are the stories told by those serving and protecting children 
 
This section recounts the words of the women and men helping Lakota children and 
adolescents that I heard during my meetings on the reservations.  I am keeping their 
disclosures confidential by not including identities and the specifics of the commentary.  
These include a wide variety of topics related to reservation life, personal experiences 
with child abuse cases, and how systems succeed or fail to serve children. 
 

Children have disclosed stories of child abuse to me, and I carefully referred these 
to child protective services or the police.  “Who the perpetrator is” in terms of 
public importance or family connection determines how the tribal police handle 
things.  In my work, I have lost 12 kids over the past 20 years to suicide.  The kids 
call me at all hours of the night, and I never turn my phone off. 

 
When I was a teacher, I would accommodate the special needs of Lakota children, 
often against the wishes of the white superintendent.  I had one kid who was 
failing at reading.  He would show up for school about once every two weeks.  
Using tough love, I told him at one point, “You are wasting my time showing up 
here once every two weeks.  Why are you doing this?”  I was amazed by his 
answer, “Every night there is a wild party in the trailer.  So I need to keep the 
younger kids safe in a bedroom away from this.  I never get sleep because I’m 
watching the door.”  From that point on, I gave homework to the boy to complete at 
home.          

 
A major problem on 
the reservation is the 
lack of housing.  
Homelessness is not 
defined by being on 
the street, but by 
sharing a mobile 
home with 12 to 14 
people, which equals 
3 or 4 families under 
one roof. 
 
. . . Continued . . .  

 
  

During the fall of 2009, Raquel Rolnik, the UN Special Rapporteur on the 
Right to Adequate Housing, toured Pine Ridge to determine the extent of 
violations of the human right to housing in the United States.  This image 
is from the “Our Voices Must Be Heard” report on her findings.  Trailer 
homes can often contain up to 16 to 20 people in multiple families.      
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Trauma is indeed generational.  Abusers abuse their children.  Children repeat the 
good qualities and sins of their parents.  When the sins overwhelm, the child is 
often pushed to make bad choices.   
 
Tribal judges are loyal to an institutional structure which has been assimilated into 
white culture and Christianized.  The white system is adversarial and punitive.   
In our work we take a holistic approach to healing.  We are promoting the Lakota 
way of life, which is not a religion, it is a life way.   
 
The tribe provides no support for our organization beyond a free multi-year lease.  
The tribe does not provide financial support for the persons we serve.  We have 
become very good at securing support from non-tribal sources.  I have been told 
by the tribal council, “Oh don’t bring up all your sad stories again about these kids.  
Every time you bring up these problems you want money.”   
 
As Lakota, we must avoid what is called lateral suppression.  That’s when you pull 
down someone who is doing well.  What we need to do is build strength in our 
children, so they can survive the effects of corruption.  This is not militancy, it’s 
resiliency.  We must resist the work of colonizers, those outsiders who come in 
and create division within our community. 
 
The issue of housing has become worse in recent years.  It almost seems half the 
houses I see are abandoned and boarded up.  We don’t really have a functioning 
fire department.  They won’t put out a burning house, but might try to stop the fire 
from spreading to the house or trailer next door. 
 
. . . Continued . . .  

 
 

The image on the left displays the Pine Ridge solution to their homeless problem: the tribal government 
purchased insulated tents and equipped the site with outdoor portable toilets.  Winter temperatures are 
well below freezing in the region.  The image on the right displays one of many empty homes seen on 
the reservations.                                                                                                Images:  Anton Sorensen  
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We have this vision of liberation.  We are trying to figure out how we live in 
liberation.  That’s why we seek to create community.  All of this requires healing to 
begin.  We are seeking to move from survival mode.  We must begin with ending 
the violence against our children.  The amount of childhood trauma is probably the 
highest in the country.  We are actively working on our liberation.  We are fighting 
hundreds of years of indoctrination.   
 
What has happened with the Catholic operated boarding schools in Canada is a 
tragedy.  Hundreds of bodies of Indian children buried in mass unmarked graves.  
I know there are Lakota who enjoy their Christian faith.  But we are going to find 
the same situation with the religious schools operated in the US. 
 
Indian culture did not originally have this problem of sexual abuse.  This was 
brought by the whites through their schools, and now it is a problem on our 
reservations.  The only way to prevent this is to return to the Lakota way. 
 
We were providing care for a teenage girl.  Her teeth needed work, so we got her 
to a dentist.  She was given painkillers because the work was extensive.  Later her 
grandmother visited and traded meth for the painkillers.  The police became 
involved and she ended up in the juvenile detention facility.  It was so sad. 
 
The circumstance of an abuse case will determine what happens to the child.  This 
can be placement with a relative, or in a foster home or shelter.  Case plans 
approved by a children’s court might include evaluation, different housing, and 
teaching of parenting skills.  The court can order therapy services, but this is an 
unfunded order.  For therapeutic services, the waiting list is very long, or the 
services are inadequate.  It might be one 15-minute visit per month.  
Transportation access is often a problem. 
 
We suspect a large percentage of children have been sexually abused but never 
reported.  The problem with creating a system to increase child abuse awareness, 
is it will likely overwhelm the system.   
 
Pine Ridge is in the denial phase of the child abuse prevention cycle.  The 
problem is so very widespread, and is generational.     

 
These were difficult stories to hear and they shared common themes.  Clearly children 
at risk for child abuse, and those who have been victimized, are underserved.  Tribal 
government is generally not seen as providing leadership for child abuse issues.  NGOs 
don’t rely upon tribal governments for funding, and instead have become skilled at 
finding funding from an array of federal, South Dakota, and charity sources.  Systems 
designed by outside “white” culture are often out-of-sync with indigenous ways and 
often viewed with contempt by Lakota people.  Almost every conversation included 
reference to the Lakota way as providing lessons for living and an alternative to prevent 
and treat child abuse. 
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The Lakota way reveals the path to a fulfilling life 
 
The path to recovery for abused children requires removing the abuser from access to 
the child and creating a safe home environment.  It may also include counseling and 
therapy, parental training, and perhaps medication.  Many of those interviewed 
suggested the inclusion of methods derived from the Lakota way. 
 
The Lakota way is based upon core Native American philosophies and shows the path 
to a fulfilling and meaningful life.  For many, this involves a focus on twelve core 
qualities crucial to Lakota people:  bravery, fortitude, generosity, wisdom, respect, 
honor, perseverance, love, humility, sacrifice, truth, and compassion.  I have full 
admiration for these teachings.     
 
Ceremonies are ways to incorporate 
these qualities into a person’s life.  
There are rites of passage as girls 
become women, and boys become 
men.  These have specific physical 
activities and include gaining 
instruction and wisdom from elders 
and relatives, and personal 
introspection.  The traditions 
originated centuries ago with 
ancestors long passed.  The Lakota 
way connects a person with all 
things from the spirits of ancestors, 
to responsibility for others, and the 
relationship with the Earth and its 
living things. 
   
I must offer a caveat here, as these words represent my understanding of the Lakota 
way.  In reality, the description offered by a Lakota might be quite different.  The 
mistake is often made by those outside the Native American community of equating 
native spirituality to a religion such as Christianity.  That’s a limiting comparison 
because native spirituality encompasses the totality of life to include teachings 
regarding science, food gathering, and medicines.  Unfortunately, the outside world has 
attempted to eliminate all of these practices and beliefs from Native American life.   
 
Governments, BIA operated schools, western religions, and white culture have 
traditionally treated Native life ways as threats or impediments to development. There is 
also pushback from Native Americans themselves, as these communities have cultural 
and political divisions.  But it seemed to me a return to more grounded Native American 
ways will prevail.  There is an inherent strength associated with the Lakota way which 
seems greater than anything the white world can offer.   
  

The sweat lodge, or inipi, is an ancient Lakota tradition 
and cleansing ritual. The lodge itself is designed to look 
and feel like a womb.       Image:  Smithsonian Institution 



Report on Child Abuse, © 2021 Kids First Fund, Page 11 

 

A pedophile doctor at Pine Ridge Hospital was finally stopped 
 
One story of child sexual abuse on the Pine Ridge Reservation made national news 
from 2019 to 2021.  The story revealed how Indian Health Service (IHS) officials and 
doctors protected a pedophile in their midst.  Stanley Weber, a pediatrician, worked 
unhindered at IHS facilities for 21 years as he molested young Native American boys, 
paid them for sex, provided them 
with drugs, and took them on trips 
which reportedly included a flight to 
Europe.  All the sordid details were 
presented in a multi-year Wall 
Street Journal investigation of the 
episode.   
 
Thanks to the continued efforts of 
the Wall Street Journal, a freedom 
of information lawsuit resulted in 
the release of an investigative 
report commissioned by the IHS.   
 
The 161-page report, authored by 
the firm Integras, provides a 
scathing assessment of the failure of 
multiple federal and state agencies 
to stop the sexual abuses committed 
by the doctor.  The IHS operates under the Bureau of Indian Affairs.  The report finally 
released to the Wall Street Journal is heavily redacted to remove the names of most of 
the staff found to be culpable in the various crimes disclosed.  The Weber Report is 
available for download at https://www.kidsfirstfund.org/reports/ under the Annual 
Reports and Special Topics section. 
 
During a 21-year period, Weber was moved between IHS hospitals in Oklahoma, 
Montana, and South Dakota . . .  all while there was abundant suspicion and evidence 
he was a pedophile.7  In the end he resigned his position. 
 
At almost every level, the IHS failed in preventing Weber from sexually abusing children 
in examining rooms and other hospital facilities.  The report provides this blunt 
conclusion:  In a very real sense, every victim of Weber’s abuse at Pine Ridge was 
also a victim of the failures of IHS management. 
 
The Weber Report spurred the IHS to make many improvements.  But the 
organizational roadblocks and coverups illustrate the still-protected platform that many 
abusers enjoy in our civilization… Witness the stories of Jeffrey Epstein and USA 
Gymnastics figure Larry Nassar—also a physician—which have been so conspicuous 
over the past few years.  

                                            
7 The Weber Report, January 2020 by Integras Creative Solutions. 

The sexual abuse at the Pine Ridge Hospital created 
trauma for countless Lakota children and youth.  This has 
led to mental health problems, criminal history, and prison 
time for its victims.                       Image:  Anton Sorensen 

https://www.kidsfirstfund.org/reports/
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Kids First Fund does not usually get involved in criminal matters. But the agencies we 
support help children, parents and care providers recognize criminal behavior; learn 
how to report it and fend it off; and enhance the self-worth values that make a 
community more child-friendly. What happened with Stanley Weber is not unique.  But 
the prevention approaches pioneered by agencies we support are both distinctive and 
highly successful. 
 

Early grant activity can follow our pattern in Latvia 
 
When KFF began its work in Latvia in 2000 the prevention of child abuse faced three 
obstacles:  underdeveloped laws to protect children, low levels of professional 
expertise, and public lack of awareness and denial of child abuse.  My evaluation of the 
Pine Ridge and Rosebud Reservations indicates:  1) significant laws already exist to 
protect children, 2) there is need for more professional development, and 3) there is a 
significant lack of public awareness.  If I was to apply a traffic light methodology to 
these, the law would be rated green, professional expertise yellow, and public 
awareness red.   
 
Even among those involved in the protection of children, there was a low level of 
awareness of the full story involving Weber and the IHS.  This was surprising because I 
would expect a high-profile child sexual abuse case to be an item of extreme interest 
among professionals in the local community.  I was told more than once, “The Wall 
Street Journal is not really read here.”   
 
The red light assigned to public awareness suggests it should be a priority.  But this 
would present a sequencing problem.  It might create a case load beyond the 
capabilities and capacity of the local justice system.  As with Latvia, KFF should fund a 
project to increase the expertise of the responders to abuse cases.  This includes 
police, prosecutors, judges, social workers, and doctors.  The methodology used in 
Latvia was a one-day seminar on the topic of laws and processes to protect children 
from abuse.  Additional participants could include tribal representatives, shelter 
operators and counselors, and even the media for a portion of the educational content.  
 
If this approach is deemed appropriate by our partner contacts in Lakota communities, 
KFF would solicit partner support by requesting grant proposals.  The grant would fund 
the operating expense of a one-day seminar held on each reservation.  Seminar leaders 
would consist of Native American and non-Native presenters, as approved a local 
partner.  KFF would offer to help find non-Native presenters.  Beyond the direct 
educational benefit, these seminars would encourage dialogue on the topic of child 
abuse within the reservations through publicity. 
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The first step in the process is soliciting non-governmental organization (NGO) partners 
for our activities.  This might consist of a single NGO on one of the reservations, or an 
NGO on each reservation.  Ideally, cooperation between two NGOs would occur to 
ensure better delivery of the seminars.  All of this work will require care to operate within 
an environment of respect for Lakota communities.  There is abundant expertise in the 
Lakota communities to support our child abuse prevention activities. 
 
Subsequent activities on the reservations would address the issue of public awareness 
and denial.  This could include methods used in Latvia and Moldova to promote the 
message of child rights through school districts.  This model seeks support from districts 
and uses a train-the-trainer approach to expand awareness among teachers, parents, 
and school age children.  While these methods have worked very well in Latvia and 
Moldova, their appropriateness for a Lakota audience would need to be reviewed by our 
reservation-based partners.  Operational plans for KFF funded initiatives on the Pine 
Ridge and Rosebud reservations should originate from a local partner.   
 

Sunlight cleanses what it is allowed to reach 
 
I have used the metaphor of sunlight before as a tool to cleanse impurities.  Child abuse 
seeks environments where secrets are permitted to exist, truth is concealed, and fear is 
present.  Opening up a community to expose the child abusers among us is a difficult 
and painful process. Persistent rumors about continuing sexual abuse illustrate the fact 
the problem is widespread across these reservations – as it is in human society as a 
whole. 
 
About 90% of children who are victims of abuse know their abuser; only 10% of sexually 
abused children are abused by a stranger.8  These statistics immediately make child 
abuse a “friends and family” issue.  Some in the Lakota community may hope or believe 
child sexual abuse is a white problem.  But its existence on reservations today indicates 
it’s a universal human problem.  Child abuse prevention on the Pine Ridge and 
Rosebud Reservations can only occur through the efforts of Lakota people.  This is 
difficult and messy work; the healing and recovery process will be upsetting.  However, 
a positive outcome will help stop the generational cycle of abuse. 
 
My time on the reservations convinced me there are skilled, passionate, and fearless 
people already leading the effort to prevent child abuse.  The role of the Kids First Fund 
is to financially support their efforts, provide guidance where requested, and to get out 
of their way.    
 

"The ones that matter the most are the children." Lakota proverb 

                                            
8 Finkelhor, D. (2012). Characteristics of crimes against juveniles. Durham, NH: Crimes against Children 
Research Center. 


